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Cavalry and mounted infantry, on the other hand, were able to
surprise gangs of dacoits by their rapid movements, and when
surprised they could keep touch with them as they fled.

As regards the unsuitability of the country for cavalry opera-
tions, this was in a great measure nullified by the nature of the
enemy and of the operations undertaken against them. The posi-
tions in which dacoits made their temporary stands were so selected
and arranged that escape from them was in no way obstructed;
they only prepared those sides for defence from which they ex-
pected an attack. Being threatened with a turning movement, they
at once withdrew. It thus happened that any position which mount-
ed men could approach was not tenable as a position against them.
The only positions unassailable by cavalry were those in dense
jungle or among the hills, and that only because tlioy were un-
approachable.

The dacoits had no drill, and in retreat., as a fighting body,
their disorganization was complete. lieiico. from the commence-
ment, a cavalry action partook of the nature of the pursuit of a
disorganized enemy, and as long as tv/o or three mounted men
could keep together the pursuit could be continued. In Burma
there are no horses, and the ponies of the country average about
12 hands 1 inch ; consequently., the appearance of men mounted on
15-hand horses was imposing, and when the dacoits had once felt
their power of pursuit they lived in abject fear of them; they
talked of them as the cc great-horse devils,55 and, if possible, they
would fly long before the cavalry were close enough (200 yards)
to suffer from the effect of their fire.

The moral effect of artillery was great, but the range wyas
generally very limited. A gun brought into action .against a band
of dacoits would often save the infantry from attacking, but with
the object of punishing them this was a doubtful advantage.

During the winter the climate was found to be fairly healthy
except in special places ; but the hard marching and exposure
told heavily on the troops. The nature of the operations to be
undertaken demanded incessant forced marches and night marches,
rarely of shorter duration than seven hours, and often exceeding
twelve. In the swampy country very short distances could be
covered in these times, and the fatigue was enormously enhanced by